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MODIFIER 59
Distinct Procedural Service CPT codes 11720 and 11055 should not be reported together for services performed on the same toe. Modifier 59 should not be used if a nail is debrided on the same toe on which a hyperkeratotic lesion is pared. Modifier 59 may be reported with code 11720 if one to five nails are debrided and a hyperkeratotic lesion is pared on a toe other than one with debrided nail Example 2: Treatment of posterior segment structures in the eye constitutes treatment of a single anatomic site:
CPT Code 67210 -Destruction or localized lesion of retina (e.g., macular edema, tumors), 1 or more sessions; photocoagulation CPT Code 67220 -Destruction of localized lesion of choroid (e.g., choroidal neovascularization); photocoagulation (e.g., laser), 1 or more sessions CPT code 67220 should not be reported and modifier 59 should not be used if both procedures are performed during the same operative session because the retina and choroid are contiguous structures of the same organ On January 1, 2015 CMS defined four new HCPCS modifiers to selectively identify subsets of Distinct Procedural Services (-59):
XE -"Separate Encounter, A service that is distinct because it occurred during a separate encounter" This modifier should only be used to describe separate encounters on the same date of service.
XS -"Separate Structure, A service that is distinct because it was performed on a separate organ/structure" XP -"Separate Practitioner, A service that is distinct because it was performed by a different practitioner" XU -"Unusual Non-Overlapping Service, The use of a service that is distinct because it does not overlap usual components of the main service" More information will be provided on NCCI edits and modifier 59 at the Billers Meeting on January 12, 2016 which has been approved for 1.0 CEU (AAPC).
Problem Pertinent (1): The patient's positive responses and pertinent negatives for the system related to the problem should be documented Extended (2-9): The patient's positive responses and pertinent negatives for two to nine systems should be documented Complete (10 +): At least ten organ systems must be reviewed. Those systems with positive or pertinent negative responses must be individually documented. For the remaining systems, a notation indicating all other systems are negative is permissible. In the absence of such notation, at least ten systems must be individually documented. WPS states: For a comprehensive ROS, the physician must document the review of at least 10 organ systems. The physician must document both the positive and the problem pertinent negative responses relating to the chief complaint. Indicating the individual systems leaves no room for doubt as to the number of systems reviewed, but "all other systems negative" is acceptable. Acceptable example: The patient denies having a fever, chills, ear pain or a sore throat. She has had a productive cough for some time now, but denies SOB. She denies chest pain. Her appetite has been okay. She is voiding in normal amounts. All other systems were reviewed and negative. (Complete ROS) Unacceptable example: "10/14 negative unless otherwise stated" (The physician must document both the positive and the problem pertinent negative responses relating to the chief complaint). Review of systems is an inventory of body systems obtained through a series of questions seeking to identify signs and/or symptoms which the patient may be experiencing of has experienced.
WHO'S IN THE
For purposes of ROS, the following systems are recognized:
• Constitutional symptoms (e.g., fever, weight loss)
Review of Systems (ROS)

AUTOMATED MONITORING OF EHR ACCESS
Better Patient Care through Privacy
Patients expect healthcare providers to safeguard sensitive information about them and assure their confidentiality. While healthcare providers are expected to use and share information in the delivery of care, maintaining privacy is an important part of that process.
Saint Louis University recently invested in the acquisition of new monitoring technology, FairWarning, which allows greater visibility into the activities of its Electronic Health Record (EHR) system, Epic. This tool will allow automated monitoring of what information is accessed and by whom.
Use of clinical or billing systems access to gain access to patient information is only permitted for legitimate business reasons. Below are examples of inappropriate activities that will be monitored through the use of the new tool.
• Accessing other employees' medical records • Accessing a family member's medical record • Accessing a VIP or person of media attention's medical record Patient privacy is everyone's responsibility. Only access patient information for legitimate job-related reasons.
DOG HOUSE?
